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Jæruary 15,2008

Prot. No. CDF 406-04 -- 19047

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
00120 Citta del Vaticano
Palazzo del S. Uffizio

Your E,xcellency,

With regard to the above-captioned case, I have pondered long and hard about

your suggestion that we impose zten"year precept on Reverend Thomas Trepanier altd

then consider his return to rninistry. I respectfully submit tha¡ such a resolution is not

tenable. Ten years will 1ot eradicatelhe facts in this rnâtter; Father Trepanier sexually

abused a minor and can never, theretbre, function as qpriest again. ?here is no such lhing

as a "safe" ministry when his Lackground is publicly linow.by his oWn admissions'

Fatler has implore<l us to dú the'iàore we ð'an be speak credibly abol¡t the adverse effects

of such legìslãtion. Oulcritics challenge,us on the fact thal known abusers have sltll noT

been laiciied. If word föt out'thalSe Holy See had left the door open for a

reconsideration of Fathêr Trepanier'd case in ten years, our credibility wotiìtl be seriously

damaged.

Thanh,you for yòur ¡econsideration ofthis case.
. a..

V/ith'sêntiments of esleem,I arn,

Sincerely yours in Christ,
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Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of lvlilwaukee
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